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OPENING OF THE MEETING Sunday 12 May 1985 (14.08 - 14.25)
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Dr Amantino R de Freitas opened the meeting and welcomed delegates to the first

IRG meeting in Latin America.

He regretted the last minute change, as a result of an overlap of events, that
had caused the Group's Executive Council to have to meet in another hotel the
previous day, but this had been caused by the protocol service of the Brazilian
Government blocking the hotel. (This had been owing to a delay following the
prolonged illness and recent death of the Brazilian President-elect Dr Tancredo
Neves). He regretted also that the authorities from Brasilia had been unable to
attend as scheduled.

Nevertheless he was very pleased that the IRG had at last come to Brazil. He
recalled that the first invitation had been made to the Group in Warsaw 10 years
previously. Then it had been agreed in 1980 that Brazil should be a future

venue and in Turkey in 1982, which meeting he had attended, it had been confirmed
that the May 1985 meeting should be held there. Also it had been agreed that it
should be held jointly with a IUFRO one. He hoped that the efforts that had been
made to get the Group to come to Brazil would be rewarded.



